
Major Redevelopment of the Hall/Social Centre
Survey of Parish Views – Summary Report

DuringJuneandJulytheparishconductedasurvey.Itasked

 doyouagreethatourHallandSocialCentreareinneedofmajorredevelopment,
 isnowthetimetogoaboutanysuchredevelopment,and
 areyoureadytoplayyourpartinraisingfundsforanysuchredevelopment?

Thesurveyalsoaskedanumberofmoredetailedquestions,andsentasimilar
questionnairetogroupsinourparishwhichusetheHallandSocialCentre.

251parishionersand16groupscompletedthesurvey.Thisreportsummarisesresults
fromthesurveyandsetsoutsomeconclusionsastonextsteps.

Highlight Results from the Survey - Individuals

Topic Result Comment

Estimatedresponserate Justoverone-third
ofallparishioners

Probablyagoodresponseforsuchsurveys

DoyouagreethatourHall
andSocialCentreareinneed
ofmajorredevelopment?

Agree 63%
NotSure 16%
Disagree 21%

AnAgree:Disagreeratioof3:1isastrong
voteforsignificantworktobedone.

Reasonsfordisagreeing Over¾ofthe21%whoDisagreegavetheirreasons:
-weshouldnotbespendinglargesumofmoney 91%
-weshouldbecontenttousewhatwehave 55%
-theHallusedtobeourchurch–itshouldbepreserved 36%

Isnowthetime? Yes 51%
NotSure 22%
No 27%

Mainconcerns:effectofeconomic
situationonabilitytoraisefunds,and/or
saddlingtheparishwithalargedebt.

Areyoupreparedto
contributeyourfairshare?

Yes 60%
No 40%

Notaspositiveasitseems–nearly¼of
respondentsdidnotanswerthisquestion.

Areyoupreparedtobepartof
afund-raisingteam?

Yes 40%
No 60%

ThehigherNovotedoesnotmeanpeople
willnotsupportfund-raisingorganizedby
others.

Howgoodareparticular
aspectsofHall/SocialCentre?

Toiletswereworst-rated.Storage,MeetingRoomsandKitchen
alsogotFairtoPooraverageratings

CurrentusesofHall/Social
Centreimportanttoyou?

Supportingouryoungpeoplegothighestvotes.Parishmeetings
ofvarioussortsalsoallratedhighly.

Possiblefutureuses/
facilities?

Supportingyoungpeopletop-rated.ImprovedKitchenfacilities
alsovotedImportantonaverage.

Opportunitiesina
redevelopment

Mostwereforimprovedornewfacilitiesandhelpinguscome
togetherbetterasacommunity.

Concernsinaredevelopment Greatestnumberofconcernsrelatedtocostsinvariousways;
alsosignificantworriesaboutdisruptiontoactivitiesduring
development.

Someoftheotherthemesfromtheindividualreturnsfromthesurveyare:
 “difficulttocommentwithoutspecific(costed)proposals”;
 “withfacilitiesdesignedforallagegroups...improvetheuseoftheCentre...a

vibrantplace...welcomeoldandnewparishioners...helplocalcommunity.”
 “whatwouldbea‘fairshare’ofthecosts?”;
 “preferredevelopmentofexistingHall/Centretocompleterebuild”;
 “abigprojectmustn’tsqueezeoutourmoreimportantgeneralChristian

mission”;
 caretaking,cleaning,maintenance,securityareongoingissues;
 therewillneverbea"perfecttime"tostartthissowemayaswellstartnow.
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Results – Groups

Needforredevelopment/
timing/fund-raising

SimilarresultstoIndividuals.MajorityofGroupsfavour
redevelopment,agreenowistherighttimeandwouldplay
theirpartinfund-raising.

Particularconcerns SeverallargerGroupsconcernedaboutdisruptionduring
refurbishment.Ifproblemsaren’tsolvedthensomeGroups,
notablytheUniformedGroupsandtheSequenceDancers,see
theirfutureatStJames’beingthreatened.

FurtherinformationonbothIndividualandGroupviewsiscontainedinthefuller
report.

Concluding Comments

1.Thereisastrongmessagethatparishionersandgroupsagreethatsubstantial
redevelopmentofourHall/SocialCentreisneeded.

2.Thereissignificantwillingnesstopayafairshareofthecostsandtoraisefunds.

3.Butthenumbersindicatingunwillingness,ornotregisteringaviewatall,were
alsosignificant.Thepresenteconomicsituationwascitedmanytimes.And
manyexpressedconcernattheriskofsaddlingtheparishwithalargedebt.

4.Thereissufficientsupportforredevelopmenttoconcludethatthereisa
mandatetoundertakeinvestigations,bysuitableprofessionals,e.g:

a.asurveyortoreporttoclarifythestateofourpremises(includingour
churchitself)andassesslikelycostsofnecessaryrefurbishmentsover
thenext10(say)years;

b.anarchitecttoproducethreeillustrativedevelopmentalternativesfor
theHall/SocialCentre(moderateredevelopment,substantial
redevelopmentandrebuild).Theaim–getanideaofwhatwemightget
forourmoney.

5.Suchworkwouldnotcommitus,otherthanthecostofobtainingthese
investigations.Untilwehavereceivedandconsideredtheinvestigationsthereis
nomandatetoproceedbeyondthat.

6.TheScopingTeamrecommendsthat,ifwedodecidetogoaheadwitha
substantialredevelopment,theparishresolvesthatitfirstraisessufficientfunds
tocover75% ofthecostsbeforeanybuilding/alterationisundertaken.Soif
thereisadecisiontoproceedtherewillbeplentyoftimetofinalisedetailswhile
theprocessofsavinggoeson.

7.Planningforanyredevelopmentshouldincludegivingthemostserious
considerationtotheneedsofparishionersandgroupswhileworkprogresses,
withminimumdisruptiontoparishlifeandactivities.

Theparishsurveyresultswillbedescribedmorefully,withparishionersabletoadd
furthercomments,ataParishForummeetingintheHallat8pmonTuesday6th
October.

Thecompletereport(over20pages)onthesurveycanbeviewedviathehomepage
onourwebsite,whichalsotellsyouhowtoaccessalltheresponsestothesurvey.
OrrequestacopyofthecompletereportfromAustinBarradell–phone01689
837293.
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